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THIRTY-THREE LIVES i
MAY BE FIRE'S TOLL

Six Men Known to Be Dead
and Twenty-Seven Missing

in St. Louis Blaze.

THIRTY RECEIVE INJURIES:
PROPERTY LOSS. $350,000,

Missouri Athletic Club Building Is
Destroyed.Thousands Witness

Spectacular Escapes.

S 1. LOL IS, Mt... March g..Six j
men were killed, about twenty-1
Seven arc unaccounted for and
about thirty were injured in a lire
that destroyed the seven-storv
building ot the Missouri Athletic
t lub today. Three dead are un¬
identified.

I he property los.s \\ a~ more

than $350,000.
I he fire, which broke out about

2 o'clock this morning, was still
burning at noon, and Fire Chief
Swinglev said it would be unsafe
to send any one into the ruins to
search for the missing until to¬

night or tomorrow.
Much Honey in Bank Vaults.

The building- was owned by the Boat¬
man s Bank, which occupied part of the
first floor. The bank opened temporary
quarters this morning in a building
tour blocks away. In the vaults of the
burned building, bank officials said,
were J1.3-!in currency and S27.00U
in coin.

I nee ""taint y as to the number of men
in the building when the tire broke out
mad'' it difficult to determine the exuet
number of missing. Jack Relsinger.
night clerk at the club, said fcrtv-flve
members hu<i rooms at the club! and
that the registration of guests brought
thr total number for the night to sev¬
enty-five. Some of the regular guests,
however, may not have been in their
rooms when the fire broke out.
The fire was believed to have started

on the third floor, on which the dining
room was located. On this floor one
man was found dead. The two other-
known dead Jumped from a sixth-story
window.
The death of Joseph Chasnoff of St

Joseph, Mo advertising manager for the
«. Lou1a Republic, virtually was con-

i!r.*.by £rne«t Evans, who roomed
with. Chasnoff. Evans said ha- lost track

him m a corridor.

The Known Dead.
'rhose known to be dead aie
C. P. Keasier, forty-nine, general man-

after of Ludlow-Saylor Wire Company.
St. Louis; killed In jump from sixth
floor.
John Martin Rickey, forty, of St. Paul

found burned to death ou third floor.
James Riley, fifty-five, a guest at the

club.

The List of Missing.
Those who are missing: {
James McGinnis and Allen Dow. buy-

?rs.for large St. Louis department store*
Bert Crouch, sales manager, Western

Electric Company. St. Ix>u!s.
Allen Hancock, typewriter salesman.
William E. Becker, president of paint

company.
John Retz. president of plumbing com¬

pany.
William J. Kinser. president of con¬
nection company.
T.omas R. Shyne. Syracuse. X. y..

.>aies manager, Indcrwood Typewriter
"ompany.
George Goorncr. president commission
ompan}.
l>aniel Weatherly. salesman wholesale

dry goods company.
Thomas Wright, secretary of the Apollo

."lub.
W illiani Erd. real estate dealer. Flast

St. l.ouI*. III.
J. L. Haihlcn.
Mark Hammer, manager deportment

-tore.
W. It. Cheslev
L. A. TJHej
i.. r:. Ruff.
. E. Smith.
W. A. Ilunlck.
\>. K. Fi zgerald. Spi n.-hi.
Marshall Biern. lo«-al fur dealei.
J- K. ChasnofT of St. Joseph, Mo., ad¬

vertising manager foi the St. Louis
Republic.
Frank W Albright, traveling sales¬

man.
E P. Williams, New York, traveling

salesman.
Roby Green, Hcrrin. 111.
A. J. Odegaard. agent. Railway Sup¬

ply Company.
.. Jennings. non-resident member

of Missouri Athletic Club.
McKenna, guest of Jennings
Durgess, guest of member.

Names of the Injured.
The injured follow:
Theodore Levy, thirty four, Louis¬

ville. salesman, both le^s injured and
left foot crushed.
U. M. Stott. forty-six. St- Louis, left

hip fractured, Internal Injuries.
Ben F. Williams, forty, left leg frac¬

tured, internal injuries, in serious con¬
dition. salesman.

J. C. Holmes, forty-two. Macomb. Miss
L. L. Leonard, forty-one, lawyer,

jumped, ribs fractured, feet crushed
hurt internally.
Let' Wolf, thirty-four, merchant at

Carrotithersvillo. Mo., contusions and
possible fracture of spine in fall from
second floor of fire escape.
David Blum, forty-three, purchasing

agent for department store, right foot

sheet«r fal* fro,M rope made of

A* £. "arned thirty-six. Chicago,
superintendent of an electrical supply
company right arm and right ankle
fractured Ui jump from sixth floor.
Edward T. Kaub, thirty-six. Chicago,

salesmaii, bruls« d rescued by firemen
from sixth-floor window.
William Koerner. twenty-six. house¬

man at Missouri Athletic club, both
feet fractured in Jumping from sixth
floor to roof of four-story buildin*
F W. Williams. New* York hands

burned and head bruised.
nanas

T. C. Little, Chicago, knee wrenched.
Lee >v alsh.
Charles Scbimel. forty-one. Chicago,

both legs broken and internallv in¬
jured In twenty-Bve-foot leap "from
sixth floor.
John Dwyer. engine company No 6

riffht leg fractured caught under fall-
ing wall.

Dozen Jump Several Stories.
When the firemen arrived, a few min¬

utes after the blaze was discovered, the
amcs wc-c shooting out of the roof

(Continued on Eighth Page)

EDUCATE CONGRESS!
AS TO D. C. NEEDS

Plan Along Which Committee
of One Hundred Pro¬

poses to Work.

TO MAP OUT DETAILS
AT MEETING TONIGHT

i
Members of Executive Committee

Called to Assemble in Chair¬
man Macfarland's Office.

A meeting of tlit* executive committee jof the citizens" committee of one hundred
is to be held at 8 o'clock tonight in j
the office of Henry B. F. Macfarland.
suite 901. the Evans building, New York
avenue near the' corner of l~>th street
northwest. .At the meeting a definite
program of action is to be mapped out,
and the report of the executive com¬
mittee is to b»- presented at the ad¬
journed meeting of the committee of
one hundred, to be held at .» o'clock
Wednesday .ifternoon ar the New Wil-
lard Hotel.
The ten members of the executive com¬

mittee were selected today at a confer¬
ence at th office of Dr. Harvey W. Wiley
in the Woodward building, between Dr.
Wiley, who is chairman of the larger
committee, and \1r. Macfarland, who is
assisting in the work of planning the ac¬

tivities of the committee. Those chosen
as members of the executive committee
are:

i
Executive Committee Members.

Henry B. F. Macfarland. chairman:
Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, ex officio: Alex¬
ander Graham Bell. Charles S. Bundy.
John W. Foster. M. A. Leese. A. Eisner.
Clarence J. Owens. Mrs. Wallace Rad-
cliffe. Miss Janet K. Richards. Charles
W. Richardson. Thomas W. Sidwell. Col-
George S. Truesdell and Brainard H.
Warner.
That educational methods are to be

adopted in bringing members of Congress
to a realization of conditions in the
District of Columbia, and to an under¬
standing of the needs and requirements
of the National Capital was the decla¬
ration of Dr. Wiley. Mr. Macfarland and
others of the committee today.
Many members of the House and Sen¬

ate, Mr. Macfarland said, have only the
slightest knowledge of conditions in the
District and ol" the complicated require¬
ments that exist here to a far greater de¬
gree than is true of any other city in the
United States. Many members of both
branches of Congress have never gone
over the District and do not know its ac¬
tual extent, the areas that are owned by
the federal government, and the relative¬
ly small remainder, title to which is vest¬
ed in private individuals, which, if the
lalf-and-half plan of raising revenues for
conducting the affairs of the District
should be abolished, would be required to
contribute practically all of the revenues,
in the form of taxes, with which to im¬
prove and beautify the capital of the na¬
tion. as well as to finance the District
government.

Tours of District Planned.
It is the purpose of the committee.

according to Mr. Macfarland and Dr.
Wiley, to show such members of Con-
gress just how much there is to the Dis-
trict of Columbia: just how much of it
belongs to the federal government and
is therefore exempt from taxation, and
just how much remains on which private
owners are required to pay taxes. Tours
of the city and its environs are to be
made, with members of both houses of
Congress as sightseers, during which the
effort is to be made to show such mom-
l>ers the utter impracticability of the
property-owning taxpayers of the Dis-jtrict to contribute revenues sufficient to
develop Washington in a manner conso¬
nant with its importance and dignity as
the capital of the United States.

It is believed by the members of the
big committee that by this plan, tactfully
followed, and by the elimination of
recrimination and violently objurgatory
denunciation of member? of Congress
more will be accomplished than would be
possible by any other means. Details of
this plali are to be worked out at to¬
night's meeting of the executive commit¬
tee. and completely detailed plans will
b« ready for presentation at the meeting
of the main committee Wednesday after¬
noon

WANT ENCAMPMENT HERE;
Three Big Civic Bodies Take Steps;

to Obtain 6. A. B. Meet
in 1915. i

in connection with the idea of obtain¬
ing for Washington the 1915 annual en¬

campment of the G. A. R.. the Board of
Trade, Chamber of Commerce and Retail
Merchants' Association have each ap¬
pointed a special committee to co-operate
in the matter. A joint meeting of these
three bodies is expected at an early c: e
for thorough discussion of the .natter.
The committees are as follows:
Board of Trade.John Joy Edson, J.

Harry Cunningham and William H. Sin¬
gleton.
"Chamber of Commerce.B. W. Guy, D.

J. Callahan and Ralph W. Lee.
Retail Merchants' Association.Joseph

A. B"?rberich. George S. De Neale and A.
D. Prince.
At the meeting today of the executive

commiuee of the Board of Trade It was
stated the lowest sum that would have
to be raised to insure the success of the
encampment would be Atlantic
City wants the encampment, and in case
It is decided on, it will enjoy the berielit
of a state appropriation for the purpose.
It is waiting to hoar the decision of '^e
District of Columbia before going ahead
with its plans.

$20,000,000 CUT FOB NAVY.

Japanese Premier Protests That Na¬
tional Defense Will Be Weakened.
TOKIO, Japan. March A recommen-

dation to reduce the Japanese naval es-

timates by the sum of ?'2t».000.000 was

carried by the budget committee of the
upper house of parliament today. This
was done in spite of the protest of tne
premier, who expressed the opinion that
such a diminution would seriously ham¬
per the national defenses.
Today's proposed reduction was in'ad¬

dition to the eleven-mi I lion-dollar eurtait-
nicyit of the naval estimates by ihe lower
house.

iTfSsharks
Plans for Trials of Companies

Charged With Exacting
Illegal Interest.

SPECIAL JURY LIKELY
FOR CONTINUOUS DUTY

Amendment of the Law Proposed.
Statement by the Chairman of

Citizens' Committee.

Willi evidence on file involving nearly
all "loan shark" companies in the Dis¬
trict of Columbia, the office of the cor¬
poration counsel of the District today
put the finishing touches on its plans
for commencing in Police Court Wed¬
nesday active prosecution of companies
charged with having exacted interest
in excess of the rate of 1 per cent
a month allowed by law.

It became known today that request
will be made for the empaneling of a

special jury to try the "loan shark"
cases. If this plan is followed the jury
will remain continuously in session and
the docket will be cleaned up as rap-
idly as possible.
To assist George R. Taggart. repre-

tentative of the corporation counsel's
office in charge of Police Court prose-
eutions. in the handling of the "loan
shark" cases one or more of the as-
sistant corporation counsels will be
assigned to Police Court. The selection
will fail upon R. I.,. Williams. Roger .1.
Whlteford or Francis II. Stephens.
Coroporation (Counsel Conrad It. Synie

has issued instructions to have jail
sentences asked for in all cases in
which the defendants have failed to
settle notes on a 75 per cent basis,
without interest, as required by law,
when effort has been made to collect
illegal interest.

Effort to Amend the Law.
^ 'th the District's legal department

endeavoring to enforce the present law.
members of the citizens' loan committee,
backed up by the District Commissioners,
are putting forth every effort to have the
law amended so as to provide for an in¬
crease in the amount of interest that
may be charged from 1 to I1- per cent a
month.
A bill designed to accomplish this pur¬

pose. which was recommended by the
committee, was sent to Congress by the
Commissioners Saturday.
The committee consists of William H.

Baldwin, chairman: George S. Wilson,
searetan William F. Gude. Cuno H. Ru¬
dolph. Mrs. Richard Wainwright. Mrs.
Archibald Hopkins. Kmmett 1.. Adams.
Evan H. Tucker. Walter S. I'ft'ord. Dr.
George M. Kober. Rev. John Van
Schaick. jr.: Will ISynon, E. II. Thomas.
Henry L. West. John D. Colpoys, Henry*
C. Gauss and Henry White.

Tt was active in bringing about passage
of the present "loan shark" law, though
the fixing of the interest rate at I per
cent was without the committee's consent.

Statement by Committee.
Concerning the* enforcement of this law,

the committee, through its chairman, has
issued the following statement:
"Although for the last three weeks Mr.

Stephens. Mr. Whiteford and Mr. Wil¬
liams. the assistants of the corporation
counscl. have been doing all they could,
and working overtime, to assist those
who are in the grasp of the loan sharks,
and nave made the law plain to great
numbers of persons who have called upon
them, it is probable that only a small
portion of tnose affected have come to
them, and that in spite of the earnest
work of the officials many are still not
actually aware of their rights under the
law. or are not in position to insist on
them.
"While suits against five more persons

have been filed, there has been no trial
of any loan shark since the law was

affirmed by the Court of Appeals in the
Reagan case more than a month ago. No
one has been lined or imprisoned, and.
except in the cases where the borrowers
have conferred with the assistant cor¬

poration counsel, the loan sharks have
not yet been hindered in collecting from
their patrons not only all the principal,
but all the iniquitous interest charged, or
as much of it as they could get-
"The citizens' committee finds that

many of them, if not all of them, still
have their offices open, and are reaping
all the harvest within reach from the
unlawful business of the past year. They
get all they can on their claims in spite
of the law. One jx>or woman, who had
been informed as to the Ian. was re-j
Quired to pay 1 per ecnt a month in
addition to the entire principal, and she
did this because of the fear of con-

sequences if she refused.

Interpretation of the Law.

Recognizing the bitter injustice of such
continued impositions, and feeling some

responsibility in the matter, the citizens'
committee desires to join in making it

plain to all, even- borrower, against
whom any loan shark has any claim for
money borrowed at more than the law¬
ful rate since the present law took effect
a year ago, that:
"He need only pay%back three-fourths

of the amount borrowed: and
"He need not pay any interest what¬

everer.
.This is what the law says, in Section 1:
" 'Any person contracting, directly or

indirectly, for. or receiving a greater
rate of interest than that fixed in this
act. shall forfeit all interest so con-

tracted for or received; and in addi-I
tion thereto shall forfeit to the bor-
rower a sum of money, to be deducted
from the amount due for principal,
equal to one-fourth of the principal
sum.' i

"The law. therefore, cancels for the
borrower that much of the obligation,
just as completelv as if it had been
paid in cash, and the borrower only
owes three-fourths of what he re¬

ceived. The lender has no legal right
to claim any more, or to demand all
the principal, or any interest at all, for
the borrower does not owe it.
"There is nothing unjust in this. The

law plainly made charging such rates
as have been charged criminal, and
fixed the forfeiture of all the interest
and one-fourth of the principal as part
of the punishment, to help make the
law effective. Those who made such
loans for unlawful gain took the
chances, just as if they had taken
money they had no right to from a

helpless person by the roadside, and j
those who refuse to pay back more
than three-fourths of the principal are

simply helping to enforce the law, as
the corporation counsel is when he
prosecutes for the infliction of fine and
imprisonment in addition.

Pay Only When Principal Is Due. |
"Moreover, lie need not pay this until

it in due under his contract, nor must the
matter be settled now under the law. if
for any reason it is difficult or impossible
for the borrower to raise enoUKh inonev
to pay three-fourths of the principal at
once. He can make the payments as re¬
quired until they nearly equul three-
fourths of the principal, and then tendi r
tlie remainder

I "The citizens' committee realizes, bow-1

ever, how hard it is for poor borr mers
to stand "P against the demands of a loan
shark trained by long practice to op¬
press and defraud those on. >J* j2S 3£&£|
Without assistance The business of the
r-ornonition counsel is to mstiuite criminal^roceedings. and tl.ey cannot go far¬
ther than they have to protect the in
..rests of the borrower, o: concern ">ern-terests 01 uic

proceedings to resist
the uaynient of unlawful claims, or to
secure the repayment to the borrower of
what hasbeeii paid in excess in so man>
instances.

Makes a Suggestion.
-Wishing to assist all unfortunate bor¬

ders in securing all their rights and
particularly in setting bact fiom t

money lenders as much as possible o

what has been unlawfully paid, the
zons' committee suggests that such
rowers put their casesinto the ha
l.ouis Otteilberg. a law>

. ..j, am| G..-arte building, $ ('?"'....nmtuecstreets, who h.u pr
, attention toto aive Prompt and fait

a,l who l« appl>
be..ause hemittee s,,K1bf81'*dronstderaMe experiencehas alread> lial consioe
anJ u be_

Sh°avee been so uU"."
sareprosecutions. and that some of those

meni.

100,000 NIDi ON STRIKE
Immense Mass Meeting in Rome j

Today Addressed by
Fiery Orators.

ROME -March 9.-A meeting of lUIUKX' jItalian workmen, who started a arcs;
strike today, v.as held on the 1'iazza del
I-opolo this morning. Fiery speeches
were delivered from several platforms,
but there was no disorder. Tne meeting
merelv passed a resolution demanding
that the public hospitals he reot gamwd
for the benefit of the working classes.
The ostensible reason of the .strike was

,0 protest against changes recento intro-
jduced in the hospitals. The authoHtieb
however, believed the movement to be the
outgrowth of a desire of the '^ders of
the workmen to test the strength of their
organizations.
Soldiers and Police in Readiness.
Tne entire garrison and police forceI were kept in rea.iiness. Besides t..ese

tjyOO men several regiments were

brought in from the provinces. Every
strategical point in the city was occup ed
with soldiers and squadrons of ca\alrj
patrolled the maip thoroughfares.
Much inconvenience was caused to nu-

merous tourists owing to the lack of pub- jlie conveyances. Several parties hired jprivate carriages and automobiles to pro-
eeed to the Vatican for an audience with
the Pope. They were hissed and threat¬
ened b. the crowds of union sympathizers
as they passed through the streets.

WANT AID OF THE SOUTH.

Woman Suffragists Planning for a

Widespread Campaign.
BIRMINGHAM. Ala.. March St.-The

tirst of a series of conferences to further
the cause of woman suffrage throughout
the south was begun here today. The
meetings are in churge of the executive
committee of the National Association of
Jjuffrage, headed by diss Jane Addams ofj Chicago.
Todav's program began with an infor-

mal conference between members of the
executive committee and Alabama suf¬
frage leaders. Members of the commu¬
te,. later were guests at a luncheon ten-
,l. cd be the local chamber of com-

rce Two mass meetings, at which'

vidams and other national leaders
of the suffrage movement will speak, arePlanned for tonight.
I'nrther conferences and public meet-

, are to be held here tomorrow, afterwhich the national executive committee
will leave for Atlanta.

UNION STATION PLAZA !
TO BE MADE A LAWN,

Engineer Commissioner Harding- De-1
cides on Grass Instead of

Pavement.

Instructions for completing Hit- long-
relayed improvement of Union station
plaza were Issued today by Kngineer
Commissioner Harding.
Grass sed Is to be sown in the cinder-

covered expanse in front of the station.
For the present the plan of paving the
plaza will be abandoned. -

For months the eiii;inee department
of the District has been undecided as to
what method of improving the approach
to this big terminal building should be
adopted and the advice of the line arts
commission was asked.

Ground Has to Settie.
It was pointed out that the delay was

not a serious matter, inasmuch as it was
necessary that the ground should settle
before any plan of treatment was agreed
upon.
Indcciding in favor of grass rather han

paving, the department believes that it
has adopted a plan which not only will
be more attractive in appearance but
will make the approa.'h to the station a

cooler place in summer.
<;. ]!. Hunt, engineer of highways, and

Trueman l.auhani. superintendent of trees

and parkings, have been ordered to take
charge of the work. T.iey expect to have
it completed by April 10. The plaza, cov¬

ers an area of .:.<»¦» square yards. o,000 of
which wiil be sown in grass seed. lJrick
or cement pavements will rover th- re¬

mainder.
To Fly American Flag.

The Commissioners, it is announced,
have delegated the orders of Sons of Vet¬
erans to arrange for the display of an

American Hag from the center flagpole in
front of the station.: No appropriation
lias been made by which the District au-

authorities can maintain a, flag in front
of the station, and whfen the Sons of Vet¬
erans applied recently lor permission to
look after this feature it was readily
granted. \

fersonaltaxTnquiry
ENDSTHISAFTERNOON

Appeals Believed to Have Outnum¬
bered Those of Any

Previous Year.

Having heard appeals on approximately
»;..»*) personal tax assessments, the board
of personal tax appeals will wind up Its
session for the current year at
o'clock this afternoon.
The board, which has met daily, except

Sundays, since February '1. consists of
Assessor V'illiam P. Richards, chairman;
Alexander McKenzie. K. W. Oyster. W.
1. Keale. E. ITalcotl and B. F. Adams,
assistant assessors.

Kecoi-d of Appeals.
While the exact number of appeals

heard has not been ascertained, the num¬

ber is said to be the largest of any pre¬
vious year. Notices were sent to about
IS <J0U owners who failed to submit
schedules of their goods. It is estimated
that half of these persons appeared to

protest against the assessments made by j
the board of personal tax appraisers.
ICach case was decided at the time pro¬
test was made, and in many instances
the assessment was changed.
Cnder the law. oaners of personal

property are required to make returns
on their holdings on or before July 31.
When this is not done the board of
personal tax appraisers is authorized to

.4

make assessments from the best obtain¬
able information, to which is added a
penalty of -0 per cent.

Increase in the Levy.
What'the amount of this year's per-'

:-ona! tax levy will be has not yet been
ascertained. The assessment last year
was *1., 195,0o^>.30. Jt is estimated that
the new levy may show an increase of
about $5100,00u.
The period for appeals on real estate

assessments will close on the first Mon¬
day in June.

AGREES TO SEE SUFFRAGETTES,
Sir Edward Carson Takes Precaution

to Avoid Bodily Injury.
\ LONDON. March 0..Sir Edward Car-
ion. leader of the l.'ls'er unionists in the
light against home rule, today, sur¬
rendered to the militant suffragettes who
had been laying siege to his residence
ipr several days. They had announced
that they were determined to see him
and obtain from him a promise of woman
suffrage in case the north of Ireland
should receive a government of its own.
Sir Edward has been ill. but had re-

eoreved sufficiently today to attend parlia¬
ment. Rather than risk bodily injury
at the* hands of the suffragette pickets,
he sent out word at noon that he would
receive the deputation before leaving for
the house of commons.

READY Tolly LAWS
Col. Clough Not Opposed to Federal

Regulation of Railroad
Securities.

Col. William !\ Clough of New York,
chairman of the directorate of the
Northern Pacific railroad, told the
House committee on interstate com¬
merce today that he was not opposed
to federal regulation of railroad se¬
curities. but that he could not see any
special necessity for it and that Con¬
gress should go slowly and carefully
in any such legislation. He declared
that the railroads of the country would
meet any requirements Congress may
see fit to adopt.

lie said he saw no reason why the
raising of money by .stock and bond
issues, every dollar of which would go
eventually to the public, should be
made a taxablfe burden to the road. He
predicted that there would be no more
new great railroad enterprises built
alongside present systems, because too
expensive compared with the other line
traffic.

C. C. Briggs of Pittsburgh a Suicide.
CHICAGO, March Charles C. Briggs

of Pittsburgh shot and killed himself to¬
day in a downtown hotel. Letters were
found in Briggs* room which indicaed
that he*was an architect.

Koritsa Expels Albanian Officials.
ATHENS, Greece. March !...Dispatches

today from Koritsa. where the Albanians
had stationed government officials, say
the inhabitants of the town have revolted
and driven out the Albanians. The people
afterward proclaimed an autonomous
government.

THE DAY IN CONGRESS.
Scaatr:

Met at noon.
Senator Fall, republican, made a

long speech assailing the admin¬
istration's Mexican policy, and
charging that more than one
hundred Americans and other for¬
eigners have been killed or out-
raged during the revolutions.

Houw:
Met at noon.
Chairman Clough of the North-

ern Pacific urged commerce com¬
mittee to. avoid hasty legislation
for federal control of railroad se¬
curities.
Insular affairs committee con¬

tinued consideration of Porto Rico
government bill.
Hearings begun in labor com¬

mittees on Palmer anti-child labor
bill. ^

Declares in House Local Real
Estate Man Offered Him a

"Thinly Disguised Bribe."

DECLARES "AVENUES OF
GRAFT" WERE SHOWN HIM

Target of Charges Denies Ever Dis¬
cussing Any Deals With District

Committee Head.

Ben Johnson, chairman of the House
District committee, made a se ious charge
today on the floor of the House to the
effect that Brainard H. Warner of this
city had offered him "a thinly disguised
bribe."' Chairman Johnson took the op¬
portunity to make tills charge just as
the House had assembled in full num¬
bers. following a call for a quorum, in
connection with an article from the
Washington llerald of March 1. which
stated that Mr. Warner had called a
meeting of a committee of 100 citizens
for the purpose of having Mr Johnson
removed from the head of the District
committee.
jlr Johnson claims that B. H. V arncr

had come to the District committee
room in the House office buildins with
an ex-member of the District commit¬
tee and asked Mr. Johnson not to pusJ
certain legislation which interfered
with some of Mr. Warner s real estate
schemcs. Mr. Johnson, who refused to
disclose the name of the cx-menibei.
said that Mr. Warner had showed how
the ex-member of the committee had
made a great deal of money by tying
up to Mr. Warner. This. Mr. Johnson
told the House, was a "thinly disguised
bribe.''

Directs Attention to Article.-
Mr. Johnson directed attention to the

article in the Washington Herald stating
that B. H. Warner was to call a meeting
of a committee of 100 "to remove Mi-
Johnson as chairman of the District com¬

mittee.''
. This has been widely quoted, lie said,

and further stated that the inference is
that he had been dishonorable.
"I purpose showing you tliat this man

offered me a thinly disguised bribe.
"He came to my office, and in the

presence of an ex-member of the Dis¬
trict committee, who came with him. and
my secretary. J. Rogers Gore, lie said
T was in tile way of some of his real
estate projects, and went on to say that
an ex-member o£ the committee had co¬
operated with him, and that the ex-
ineinber. because of the co-o|>eratlon.
had made large sums of money.

Showed Him "Avenues of Graft."
"He showed me the great avenues of

graft around this city: he told me liow
this ex-member had obtained money for
this real estate scheme, and how the
ex-member, without putting up any
money, had divided a. big profit."
representative Johnscn said the conver¬

sation'had ended right there. He said
he Senator James and Speaker Clar.L
had talked the matter over, and had de¬
cided not to bring the matter to the at¬
tention of the House because it mlgui
blacken the character of an innocent man.
He said the Wiltard meeting had been

called bv a "self-admitted corrupUonist."
Chairman Johnson then took u-> the

Proutv amendment to the George L> I
saying that no one but an admitted single
taxer could possibly oppose it.
"in view of the fact that there is sys¬

tematized misrepresentation going on
here on the part of the press. 1 would be
glad to show you what the amendment
will do."

, .He explained his we.I known ie?.s in
regard to the George bill.

Criticises Personnel of Committee.
Ben Johnson said that the committee

of 100. which met Thursday in the red
room of the Wiilard. is made up of the
men whose stocks and bonds would be
taxed by the Prouty amendment. He
also made a point of saying that^ an

effort is being made to show lhat the
committee represents WI.OO'I owners of
humble homes. In sarcastic vein ¦»"

painted the members of the committee
as being very rich, meeting at t o'clock
in the afternoon, when no luimolc homo
owner could possibly be present, and
malic them appear as rich as iiossibi".
he declared that some of tliem ll'J
lunched at the Wiilard. and then, with
a Wiilard menu in his hand, sketched
out a lunch, from consomme to alligator
Dears and ice cream, which would have
cost 5!" apiece. The lunch sounded so

good tnat Representative Hughes of
West Virginia jumped up and took the
menu card to read, amid iauguter. just
as Ben Johnson laid It down.
Mr Johnson took exception lo a car¬

toon from the Times portraying ten mem¬
bers of the District committee, who voted
for the Prouty amendment as block-
heads.

.....These represent the men. he said,
"who stood up and voted for the prop¬
osition to place the taxes in the District
where they belong.
Kpresentative Hampton Moore of 1 euu-

sylvania interrupted Mr. Johnson.
"Did the gentleman give the complete

list of speakers at that committee meet-
in"-*'" he asked.

."I understand that former Senator
Blackburn made an address. replied
MMrJ°Moore also railed attention to the'
fact that the hotel is full of democrats
all the time. and. with suppressed humor,
claimed that the great leader of the
House democrats. Oscar T nderwood. also
had luncheon there whenever lie felt
like it.

Opposed to Heal Consideration Bill.
Mr. Johnson went on to say that Mr.

Warner was the first man to oppose the
bill requiring a true statement of real
estate consideration. Mr. Johnson took
up the decision of the" court in the case
of Patton agair.st Warner, involving a

real estate transaction, -which covers the
principles of real estate consideration. |
Sir Johnson commented upon the actionof* the committee of one hundred in de¬

riding that members of Congress should jn bv individuals of the committee
Mil to Increase taxes on homes.

He declared that he felt complimented to"now tliir the committee had decided itwouTd be useless to see him or Judge
PMrtyiohnson read the names of some

I J ho he said, are not taxed onJESS bonds owned by them. Hesiockh »¦
his non-taxation raised;the1 Bburden placed upon the smaller

WLl, not return to my people and
i.ll them that because I have been
seen' I had voted against a measure

°Re1pr?sentatiave0nbyer asked if such
iroperty as Mr. Johnson wishes to reach

(Continued on Second Page.)

! BODY NOT EXHUMED
BY TEXASRANGERS

Denied They Invaded Mexico
for Recovery of Clemente

Vergara's Remains. &

TELEGRAM FROM LAREDO
FOUND TO BE MISLEADING

Gov. Colquitt Is Informed That
Corpse of American Bancher Was
Delivered to Unidentified Partie*.

ersLHMIN T"X" March 9.Tesas ran*.dld not <-ri>»8 the Mexican l.order
nor participate in the expedition by
which Clemente Voiy»ris body waf
secretly exhum-d from Hidaico. Me*

'"emetery arid deposited by persons
yet unidentified on the Texas side of

the Rio (jrande before daylight yester¬
day morning. according to the omciai
version of the Vergara incident from
state Capitol sources today. It 15
claimed thai this version was borne
out by dispatches from Laredo. Tex.,
tile nearest point to Hidalgo where in¬
vestigation could be made and trans,
mitted by wire.
Last night's statement that rangers

recovered the body was based on tli*

J following telegram from Hanger i-.ipt.
J. J. danders:
"l proceed to Hidalgo. Mexico, ob¬

tained body of Vergara. Have it here.

Humor Based on Telegram.
The telegram was dated Laredo, bul

the word "her**." a? was explained to¬
day. referred to the point above Larodo
where "Vergara made his home. State
officials accepted the telegram as mean-
ing that Sanders actually entered
Mexico. Gov. Colquitt wired Sanders
ror details early today, and utter talk
[ng to the ranger captain over tlu
long-distance telephone gave out the
following statement:

'"Capt. Sanders. commanding Company
li 01 the Texas Hangers at Lor«do au-
vised me by telegraph that he had le-
eovered the hotly ot Vergara. I wirvu
mm for full particulars. »!«. advice* jr.*
lhat he did not go into Mexico at ail.
but was informed that the '»ody of Vei
gara would be delivered on the Texas
side of tin- river at a particular place
named at o'clock Sunday morning
where he went and found it. As to who

I brought it across the river he does not
know. He had no assistant in thin
transaction except from the family anu
relative? of Vergara. who fully identifleu
the body."

May Await Additional Facts.
The governor said he did not know

whether lie would have a. further state*
ment to make until he could get addi-
tibnai facts. lie declared last night that
he had jiot issued specific instruction*
lor rangers to cross the border.
The persons who exhumed the boo/

from ?ts Mexican grave have so far in*
dicated that they intended to keep their
identity secret, if any ranger or ranger*,
acting its individuals, participated in thli
expedition, which report credits to Vei
gara's former acquaintances, the state
did not authorize it and has at present no

official confirmation to indicate that it*
rangers crossed the international line
even in such capacity.
Explaining Sanders' First Telegram.
The words of Capt. Sanders' first teie-

gram, i proceeded to Hidalgo.' in th»

J light of his later report to tiie governor,
are capable of two meanings. Sanders is

stationed at Laredo, forty-five miles from

the point where the body was brought
! across the river near Hidalgo.

To set the body Sanders and American
'Consul A. 15. Garrett at Xuevo Larcd"
bad to make the forty-five-mile tnip from
Laredo. Hidalgo being one of the few
places in that section la.rg«- enough to
have a name designating its location,
Sanders' telegram has been interpret ?d
las using the words "to Hidalgo" simply
I to indicate a section of the border.

Hidalgo is 011 the Mexican side of the
river close to the American side.

Party Is Unidentified.
LAH1CDO, Tex.. March 1*. A shovel

sticking in the soft earth of the open
grave and around the handle of tiie im-

plement a card with the word "rocuerdos"
(remembrance) was the .-ingle trace 10-

day ot" tin* mysterious night visit or a

party of unidentified men t<> tin- Hidjtgo.
Mexico. ce:nct.« rv who db.interreq i:.«
bod;. oJ' Cle:nent«- Vcigara .<nd r^turr.-a
it lo Texas for burial by his familx.
Vergara's body was secretly placed a;

a lonely spot on the Rio Grande, fort .

five miles above Laredo, in 111.* ear.;-
dawn yesterday morning, to be founo by

Ja United States official. a st;ite «dti«-et
;a county deputy sheriff, but who was :«.

sponsible for its removal from MeXtC«.
v.as a question still unanswerable T ..

body was here toda; awaiting an exan

nation wlr'cli state authorities hope ma:
disclose something to aid them 11. plat-
ing blame for trie ranchman's violent
death after he was taken prisoiiei «./
Mexican federals.
A superficial examination «.! the bouy

disclosed two gunshot wounds in tli*
head, oiie in the no k. a blow as if from
c rific butt, which crushed tf «* skull, anu
the mutilated left hand, twisted anu

charred by (ire. suggested that tortui
had been inflicted before Vergara wan

executed.

Rangers Not Responsible.
Texas rangers, of the troop of Capi. J.

J. Sanders, were first declared resjionsible
for the return of Vergara's body from
Mexico, but later this was denied. Capt.
Sanders was one of the men who "were
informed"' that the body could found
at a designated place. The oilier two

were American Consul Garrett of Nu. vo

Laredo. Mexico, and Deputy Sheriff IV1-
ty. They went to the scene ostensibly. to

obtain further information on th< Ver¬
gara case, but admitted later that they
had been told that" the body had l>e«n re¬
turned. Who uere their informants was
one ol numerous questions each of 11,«
officials, in turn, refused to answer. The.
did sax-, however, that neither United
Slates nor state officials had any part in
the actual trip into Mexico.
Later rumors said former employee

of the Vergara ranch, chafing at del;.-
in obtaining the body for proper in¬
terment by the family, had taken mat¬
ters into their own hands.
Surmises that Mexican authorities

might have taken this method of re¬

turning Vergara's body to the Unite
States were forestalled by a remark o'
Consul Garrett, who expressed the be¬
lief late last night that the\ did not
yet know of the body's removal.

Led to Spot by Hexican.
Despite the mystery as to who was

responsible for the return of the body
there seemed little doubt as to the ac¬

tual facts of the recovery of the body.
There were only nine men in the party
who gathered on the river bank late
Saturday night near the point where
Vergara was alleged to have been

1


